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From Laraine Lippe:

Hello YHS Community. As some
of you might already know, just a
year ago, | met a woman from
Burkina Faso, Monique Kabouré,
. at a Peace Conference. Through
her, | gradually became involved
as a volunteer with the women'’s
. cooperative organization (Pag La
Yiri) that she had helped to found
more than 25 years ago. Last
December, Monique suddenly
passed away, leaving a great void
for many. In her honor, a Monique
Kaboure Scholarship fund was
established as part of the African
Action on AIDS (AAA)
organization. Last February, |
received a very unexpected call
from the President of AAA (Ruth
Engo) asking me if | would be
willing to raise the funds needed to
make the Monique Kabouré
scholarships a reality. (Hearing
my surprise, she explained that
she had decided to ask me
because Monique had often
spoken to her about me during
their conversations.) Of course |
immediately agreed to take on the
challenge, and that is why | am
currently seeking support for this
most worthy cause.

A bit about Monigue Kabouré:

| really only met Monique four
times during the space of what
turned out to be a mere four
months. Our first “chance”
meeting took place early last June
at a Mini-NGO Conference on
Peace that had been organized by
Japanese women. During the
afternoon session, | suddenly
found myself being “pulled over” to
the other end of the room to act as
interpreter as soon as | nodded
"yes” to the question (posed by a
rather frantic Japanese woman) as
to whether or not | spoke French.
When | got to my destination, |
found Monique Kabouré. She was
very eager to communicate

to a group of Japanese women
who did not understand French
and | became her bridge. In

mmqtes, she had us captivated.
Monlgue had the great gift of
drgwmg others quickly and
willingly into her world due to her
great positive energy and
enthusiasm. She immediately
——
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involved us in her country (Burkina
Faso, formally known as Upper
Volta), and her work with the
women’s cooperative “Pag La Yiri”
(meaning the Woman is the
Hearth) that she had helped to
found along with three other
friends in 1975 as a humble
solution to the realities of great
poverty in her region. Since that
time, the Pag La Yiri Cooperative
has continued to thrive and has
grown to a membership of 11,000
(undoubtedly, Monique had a lot to
do with this!). It has also become
a “co-ed” cooperative, as 1,000 of
the current members are men.
The cooperative provides a
livelihood for its members with its
primarily agricultural and artisan
projects. | had not really begun to
understand the importance of Pag
La Yiri to the ongoing development
of Burkina Faso until | did an
internet search out of sheer
curiosity one day. Lo and behold,

| discovered that Pag La Yiri plays
a vital role in carrying out major
public health and civil engineering
projects currently underway in the
country

Monique was a devout Christian.
She wore an unusual ring thgt
bore the name of JESUS quite
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prqminently. She demonstrated
an incredible faith, even amidst
her everyday reality that was far
from easy, to say the least! It
therefore touched me a great deal
when | heard that she had died
this past Christmas Eve - it
seemed so fitting.

Monique’s friends discussed how
they could continue to carry out
her wonderful work, not only on
behalf of her country, Burkina
Faso, but also on behalf of Africa
as a whole. These friends had
themselves founded an
organization in 1994 called African
Action on Aids (AAA) to work with
AIDS orphans all over Africa.
Monique had been an active
member of this organization, and
had set up many programs in her
country to care for children who
had been orphaned by AIDS. In
view of these activities, her friends
finally decided that the most fitting
“monument” to her work would be
the creation - (within the African
Action on Aids organization) of the
“Monique Kabouré Scholarship
Fund”, a fund that will guarantee
elementary school education for
10 young girls in Burkina Faso
who have been orphaned by
AIDS.

Whatever you can give will be
greatly appreciated, and will go a
long way!

If you would like to send a
donation to the “Monique
Kabouré Scholarship Fund”,
please make out your check to:

African Action on Aids (AAA)
and send your check to:

Laraine Lipﬁe
302 East 88" Street
Apartment New York, NY

| will make sure that it gets
directed to the right place!

10128

For more information on AAA, please
see page 14.



more information about their homework or to prepare them for

Somé .M ol AAA) the education of children orphaned b official examinations. Some of the
ican Action on RcSY ) HIV/AIDS who otherwiserrlixight hmz; centers have a common kitchen and tun 2
(m,,ti/med  from page ) dropped guthcflg school. (The first AAA-  school feeding program.
sponsored child in Uganda is now an :
Their Mission Statement: intefn in a law firm in the Ugandan i:ﬁ%gg)cﬁ:;eﬁ?;me? ;;'more
-4 ction on AIDS (AAA) is based  capital of Kampala). it : e
African Action on ; HIV/AIDS in 17 countries are attending
on the belief that those who die should AAA chooses to strengthen existing school full-time thanks to the generous
die in peace, fully aware that they are infrastructures rather than to create new expression of love and friendship of our
Jeaving behind a caring world. We are ones, and currently supports 27 youth supporters from Africa and from the
here to form a chain of‘lox're. We strive to  resource centers known as “Centers of larger international community. AAA’s
destroy the HIV/AIDS stigma. We treat  Excellence”. The activities of these most recent project is the
those who are living with the virus like centers include skills training and transfer  establishment of the “Monique
normal human beings. We support them  through income-generating activities Kabouré Scholarship Fund” (in honor
in their personal struggle. We encourage  conducted by community leaders. of a wonderful friend and co-worker of
them to face the future positively. Centers offer library services and special  AAA who passed away last December)
interest clubs (photography, music, stamp ~that will enable 10 young girls,
AAA’s work: collection) as well. There is also a orphaned by AIDS, to attend
Since its inception, AAA, a non-profit, tutoring corner that gives unemployed : elementary school in Burkina Faso.
voluntary organization has been ’ gmduates.and student teachers the R
sponsoring opportunity to help junior students with ~ l.arainc Lippe
14

Comment pouvons- nous continuer a vivre en I'absence de celle qu'on appellait affectueusement
Pag-La- Yiri? Pour immortaliser ce nom si cher, nous avons decide entre amis de creer la "
Monique Kabore Scholarship” qui fera partie du soutien qu'apporte African Action on AIDS aux
orphelins du SIDA au Burkina Faso. -

La definition de cette bourse et les modalites de son obtention seront preparees avant le debut de
I'annee academique 2001-2002, sous la coordination de George et Mukarabe Makinto, Mariama
Darboe-Diop et Ruth Bamela Engo-Tjega.

- Pour nous Monique doit rester presente dans nos vies. Nous vous remercions pour tout ce que
- Vous faites pour qu'elle repose en paix dans ce pays qu'elle a represente partout dans le monde
avec fierte. Que Dieu lui reserve une place d'honneur dans son royaume.

Fraternellement,

th Bamela Engo-Tjega
¥ QdatricelPresidenzte ;
ican Action on AIDS




Project Profile

vame of Project: | Mo QUE.KABORE scHo rgp | FileNo: | |

Project Start Date: 2/@0[ Project Termination Date: ONGO(/\&

Location: |7 ARRE ,  AURKIN A FASO

Budget: | § 57)0@ ok 30 @(/Q[S—Pﬁ’\(ﬁ’mﬁy ED UchTion

Project Manager: M AR A LO UGUE

Is the project fully funded? Yes No 7&

If No, state percentage funded to date, and anticipated source(s) of additional
funding:

ONTIUL 2003 WE coolD PAY AL PubGered ExPenses

PuT_FROM 2004 DolLAR WENT BOWH AND 3 GiRrls WEWT 110
SECONDARY SCHOOL - MORE EXPEVSES

Project Description:

G1RLS
20 (ORPHANED by DS - THEY losT PoTH THE(R
[ARENTS  pwd WERE  ADofrED By Mo nMidve

KABoRE A CoMMUNITY LEADER WHO DIED IN 0O

THE GiRLs ARE Plhced IN ALTERVATIVE  [FAMILIE ¢
WITHIN THEIR NAVRAL ENNIRONM ENT AND AR

L

TRCEN CARE /B MAVA6ED BY THE GROUP OF wiomgenl THES
Planned outcome: (G- AR D AN FOUA/.DZD LG LA e

SEND ALl GIRLs 1O ScHool AT g TO SEconJDﬁyeT

EDU crion  OR VO (ATIo AL  SCHOOL TO Baue,
lipr THEY (AN EARN THEIR  Livine— And

) DT LEss Uulwa RABle . THEY WusT pled Be IRT
New Darents GCEvermon:T0 B Mive L LooK AFTER THER |







