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US AMBASSADOR IN CAMEROON HONORS THE CELEBRATION OF YOUTH DAY 2010  

 

From the latest UNAIDS report, we learn that new HIV infections and AIDS- related deaths are declining 

in Sub-Saharan Africa.  The drop in infections is a result of the positive impact of ócombinationô HIV 

prevention, an approach that combines public education, access to condoms and other prevention 

technologies.  It also results from reduction in stigmatization of PLWHIV and those at high risk of 

infection like youth, along with policies that have promoted personal responsibility in all matters related 

to health. 

 

This is what African Action on AIDS was doing, in partnership with the Public Affairs Section of the US 

Embassy in Yaoundé, on 17 February 2010 as part of the celebration of YOUTH DAY.  While this 

process was going on, we were all surprised, but happy and immensely proud to see H.E. Janet E. Garvey, 

the US Ambassador.  She decided, within her heavy schedule, to spare sometime for this community 

effort! 

 

As President Bill Clinton says in his book, GIVING,  ñ While we donôt all have the same amount of 

money, we do have access to the same 24 hours in every day.  Though some people have much less free 

time than others, nearly everyone can carve out some opportunity for giving.  The gift of time can 

sometimes be more satisfying and more valuable than moneyò.  In this particular case it was more 

valuable for the bubbling excited youth of College Monti, Yaound®é.The Ambassador gave these 

students the chance to live their dreams and strengthen their sense of personal responsibility in the fight 

against AIDS!!!!!MILLION THANKS to all who made this possible. 

Ruth Bamela Engo ï President, AAA 

 

         
H.E. Janet E. Garvey greeting Ruth Bamela Engo in the presence of Mr Mathias Tientcheu, Cultural Affairs 

Assistant of the U.S. Embassy in Yaoundé (left);  Ambassador Garvey addressing the youth (right)  

 

    
Ambassador Garvey posing with students and the rest of participants including ACMS, IRESCO, Collège Père 

Monti  
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LONG-TERM PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN AFRICAN ACTION ON AIDS and the Public Affairs 

Section of the US Embassy in Yaoundé 

 

Since 2005, Yaoundé office of AAA has served as international headquarters as well as local office for 

Cameroon.  From that year on AAA has established/strengthened partnerships, not only with public 

institutions, but with local civil society, local private sector, and with local representations of international 

organizations as well as foreign countries.  One of the most successful has been the public Affairs Section 

of the US Embassy that has allowed AAA, almost every year since 2006, to implement its JUST KNOW 

CAMPAIGN that emphasizes the following: 

¶ Knowledge of oneôs body 

¶ Knowledge that leads to behavior change 

¶ Knowledge that helps to visualize a world without AIDS and Malaria 

¶ Knowledge that strengthens personal responsibility - THE I FACTOR - in all health matters. 

This yearly opportunity has given AAA the strength to continue working on AIDS Prevention in a global 

context  where treatment had to take precedence, and where the importance to monitor  long-term 

relationships, as opposed to casual sex, in driving the African epidemic were slow to be recognized. It 

also helped AAA to draw public attention on the fact that, even though many condoms were distributed, 

they were seldom used in long-term relationships, mostly among adults and to draw the following lesson:  

knowledge that tailors prevention to local conditions, and that leads to personal responsibility is key to 

making the vision of a world without AIDS a reality.  Here are few images from our previous activities at 

the US Embassy: 
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AAA President and Mrs. Gladys Viban, Deputy Cultural Affairs Officer at the US Embassy in Yaoundé 

addressing  YOUTH WEEK participants 2008 

 

 

 

CONTENT OF YOUTH WEEK 2010 EVENT : 

 
1) THEME:  HIV/AIDS PREVENTION ï OUR PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY 

2) FILM SCREENING: A 100 minutes film titled: Le Meilleur et le Pire.   A film produced in 

Cameroon by film maker and promoter of Ecrans Noirs, Bassek ba Kobhio.  In a traditional and 

cultural context, the film highlights the importance of HIV screening before marriage.  It is also an 

affirmation that a child conceived by People Living With HIV may not be born HIV positive and 

can remain healthy, if the expectant mother is well medically supervised.   

    
Film time 

 

 

3) DIALOGUE AFTER THE SCREENING AND EXPECTED RESULTS:   The objective of this 

part of the programme was to provide vital information to secondary school students between 15-

19 years.   It was equally to use knowledge and critical thinking to provide life skills in personal 

struggle against AIDS as well as the general understanding of overlapping issues.  To stimulate 

critical thinking, each student was given a worksheet with leading questions.  Here are  some of 

the lessons learned by participants: 

¶ Importance of friendship when the stigma drives all relations away. 

¶ The danger of misconceptions: for example, that people living in France cannot be infected 

by HIV.  
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¶ Everybody can contract HIV regardless to the social status, race, community, education;  

¶ Good news: even an infected expectant mother can have a healthy child it she gets under 

proper medical supervision. 

¶ Importance of protected sex at all times, not only against AIDS but in relation with un 

wanted pregnancies and other sexually transmitted diseases. 

¶ AIDS must be fought with courage and determination at every level;  

¶ We can always learn from the people we meet, regardless of age, race ï everybody has 

something to share;  

¶ We should not be selfish with information. By sharing what we know with others, we help 

them to be informed and we win together;  

¶ Everybody may know something, and every single contribution makes a difference;  

¶ To be successful, one has to put forth a goal and work toward achieving that goal.  

 

   
More time with H.E. Janet E. Garvey!    LEARNING TIME!  

 

 

    
Mrs. Gladys Viban, Deputy Cultural Affairesô officer addressing participants 2010 

 

 

This dialogue also allowed participants to learn the proper use of female condoms ï for this aspect of the 

programme, one of the partners, ACMS sent a trainer with condoms, to coach the students on the use of 

PROTECTIV ï the female condoms developed for the whole Central Africa.  
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Mr. Nwaha Goued from ACMS presenting and demonstrating the proper use of the female condom 

 

 

OTHER GIFTS:  

 

4) A cocktail, US Embassy base ball caps and mugs; T-shirts and female condoms from ACMS; 

Magazine ñEntre Nous Jeunesò from IRESCO and moreé.This was a grand celebration and we 

are all extremely grateful.  

     
 

 
COCKTAIL TIME!  
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GIFTS TIME! distribution to all participants by Mr. Mathias Tientcheu and Theodore Longtchi Tangie, Head of 

AAA office in Yaoundé 

 

    
Students posing happily with their baseball caps and T-shirts inside (left) and outside the Embassy (right) 

 

 

VISIT OF THE JAMES BALDWIN INFORMATION RESOURCE CENTER  

 

The visit of this impressive Center with 3,500 books in French and English on a wide variety of 

subjects; Subscription to 50 periodicals; Subscription to databases, was the needed linkage between 

the HIV/AIDS response and development in general.  Students of College Monti   many of whom are 

on FACE BOOK were definitely exposed to the real power of knowledge and opportunities that it 

brings.   

 

   
Ms Dorine Takam Ketchiozo presenting the American Documentation Center and opportunities it offers to the 

students who listen attentively with a lot of interest  

 

HAND WASHING SESSION OUTSIDE THE EMBASSY TO ESTABLISH A LINKAGE 
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BETWEEN HIV/AIDS RESPONSE AND BASIC HEALTH  

 

    
 

A short session on the importance of hand washing was done outside the Embassy using AAA 

Portable Hand-Washing Stations before eating beignets offered to them by AAA 
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NOTE OF THANKS: The celebration was co-sponsored by the Public Affairs Section of the US Embassy 

in Yaoundé and African Action on AIDS in partnership with ACMS, and of course Collège Monti ï We 

thank them all. .  

 

 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

 
 

Contribution of Public Affaires Section of US Embassy: In kind contribution consisting of:  

¶ Screening room  

¶ Screening equipment  

¶ Cocktail  
 

Other in kind contributions:  

¶ Condoms and other didactic material from ACMS  
 

Financial Contribution of African Action on AIDS  

¶ Transportation including students éééééééééééééééé.é.39,000 FCFA 

¶ Operational costs (Communication, photocopies, reporting) ééééééé10,050 FCFA 

¶ Beignets for students éééééééééé.éééééééééééé...5,000 FCFA 

¶ Total ééééééééééééééééééééééééé.é..éé.54,050 FCFA  
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Youth Week 2010 Edition 
 

Partnership between African Action on AIDS and the Public Affairs Section 

of the US Embassy in Yaoundé 
17 February 2010 

 

 

List of participants as of February 17, 2010 
 

N° Name  Class / Institution  

1 Zoa Ada Ghislain Seconde ï COMON* 

2 Etogo Mengue  Seconde ï COMON 

3 Mevela Sandra  Seconde ï COMON 

4 Eyini Messola Marie Brigitte  Seconde ï COMON 

5 Oyie Ndzie  Premiere ï COMON  

6 Fagoue  Premiere ï COMON  

7 Amougou Nga Mani  Premiere ï COMON  

8 Nga Essomba  Premiere ï COMON  

9 Onana Serge  Premiere ï COMON  

10 Meleu Takam  Premiere ï COMON  

11 Ndzinga Yowan  Premiere ï COMON  

12 Yap Orlande  Premiere ï COMON  

13 Kewe Arielle  Premiere ï COMON  

14 Ngoulou Paul Boris  Premiere ï COMON  

15 Mbega Francis  Premiere ï COMON  

16 Soffeu Ines Premiere ï COMON  

17 Tuanche Noubissi  Premiere ï COMON  

18 Dembe Zoe  Premiere ï COMON  

19 Ndjanna Tahirih  Premiere ï COMON  

20 Assou Mve Frank  Terminale ï COMON  

21 Medjo Ezoôo Gaetan Terminale ï COMON  

22 Youmsi W. Lionnel Terminale ï COMON  

23 Tamba Marcelle Terminale ï COMON  

24 Tagne Tayou F. A.  Terminale ï COMON  

25 Monana Hiol Mougnol Yves  Terminale ï COMON  

26 Ndzie Ottou Paul  Terminale ï COMON  

27 Lindjoum A Hassana  Terminale ï COMON  

28 Ntyam Evina Sophie Diane Terminale ï COMON  

29 Moukolo Eding Kristelle Terminale ï COMON  

30 Tchakoua Nadia Terminale ï COMON  

31 Assako Terminale ï COMON  

32 Mbanga Nyamsi Terminale ï COMON  

33 Makanda Marc Terminale ï COMON  

34 Ondje Gladys  Terminale ï COMON  

         * Collège Catholique Père Monti  
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N° Name  Class / Institution  

35 Tchoudja Roger Terminale ï COMON*  

36 Belinga Christian Terminale ï COMON  

37 Welibang Simone  Terminale ï COMON  

38 Ndo Chrispi Terminale ï COMON  

39 Chendjou Fongang  Terminale ï COMON  

40 Koulou Bertille Terminale ï COMON  

41 Njeutcho Ngandeu Rose Terminale ï COMON  

42 Atangana Tsoungou Terminale ï COMON  

43 Djifack Stelle Terminale ï COMON  

44 Embolo Ayissi  Terminale ï COMON  

45 Nyonse Shandra  Terminale ï COMON  

46 Dooh Ekam Bernard  Terminale ï COMON  

47 Noumbou Espérance Terminale ï COMON  

48 Danny Ela Essi Terminale ï COMON  

49 Happi Thérèse Terminale ï COMON  

50 Omohoga Terminale ï COMON  

51 Elle Elle Benoit  Terminale ï COMON  

52 Ndongo Nkili Terminale ï COMON  

53 Mfoulou  Terminale ï COMON  

54 Siga Manga Terminale ï COMON  

55 Kawmi Terminale ï COMON  

56 Bella Yomo  Terminale ï COMON  

57 Bengono  Terminale ï COMON  

58 Biti David Terminale ï COMON  

59 Atangana Meke Terminale ï COMON  

60 Nanga Blanche Terminale ï COMON  

61 Bikie Akoa Terminale ï COMON  

62 Ebode  Terminale ï COMON  

63 Abessolo Terminale ï COMON  

64 Mbezele Sedena  Terminale ï COMON  

65 Nwaha Goued ACMS Representative 

66 Valérie Ahouama (Partner in Communication with 

Youth) 

Entre Nous Jeunes 

67 Cynthia Ade AAA Intern ï 

AAA /Batonga Scholarship 

68 Ndogdje Louise Angéle  University of Yaoundé II ï 

AAA /Batonga Scholarship 

69 Kotna Nyemb Paul AAA  

70 Theodore Longtchi Tangie AAA  

71 Ruth Bamela Engo AAA  

         * Collège Catholique Père Monti  
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FILM SCREENING ON 17 FEBRUARY 2010  
 

 

 

Film Title: LE MEILLEUR ET LE PIRE  
 

 

WORKSHEET  

 

 

 

 

What did you like most about this film/ Quôavez-vous aimé le plus dans ce film? 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What did you like least about this film? Quôavez-vous aimé le moins dans ce film? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Did you observe high-risk behaviours that could lead to HIV infection/ Avez-vous observé, au cours 

du film, des comportements à haut risque qui pourraient faciliter lôinfection par VIH ? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

How does this film help Cameroon youth to protect themselves from AIDS/ Comment, selon vous, ce 

film aide la jeunesse Camerounaise à se protéger contre le SIDA? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________  

 

What else did you learn watching this film? / Quôavez-vous appris de plus en regardant ce film?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________  

 

Would you recommend this film to other young Cameroonians? Why? / Etes-vous préparés à 

recommander ce film ¨ dôautres jeunes Camerounais? Pourquoi ? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________  
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