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“COVID-19 RECOVERY: Building Back Better”

Your contributions keep us going! Please
send a tax-exempt check payable to one of
African Action on AIDS’ addresses below

African Action on Aids

On 12 May 2020, NGO CSW Vienna members and other Vienna NGO Committee members, signed a statement on COVID-19 Recovery. This statement published below concludes as follows:
“Only if we continue to work in partnerships and promote human rights, democracy, rule of law, climate action, gender equality, sustainable development, peace and security, can we emerge
from this crisis and build a better world for all”. As one of the signatory NGOs, African Action on AIDS encourages individuals, local communities, countries and the international community as
a whole to move towards recovery with this perspective in mind, so that we could: BUILD BACK BETTER!

COVID-19 Recovery: Building Back Better

Seventy-five years ago, the world was in a deep crisis after the devastation of World

We continue to work in partnerships to develop a global plan of action to address the
multiple challenges we all face, while promoting human rights, democracy, climate
action, gender equality, justice, peace and security, and sustainable development.

NGO CSW Vienna Mambers and Other Vienna NGO Committee Memby
Sign on to Statement on COVID-19 Recovery
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world “free from fear, free from want” imagined in the UN Charter.

In 2020, the international community honors the seventy-fifth anniversary of the
United Nations and the twenty-fifth anniversary of the Beijing Platform for Action. We
embarked on a Decade of Action for the Sustainable Development Goals to
accelerate sustainable solutions to the world's biggest challenges. However, we now
live in a world struggling to address the coronavirus pandemic which has dramatically
affected political, economic and social life across the globe.

During a crisis, global cooperation and solidarity are urgently needed, but
nationalism, racism, intolerance, xenophobia and border closures have too often
prevailed. Measures to fight the pandemic have led to restrictions of long-established
civic rights and democratic structures. An effective global response will require
building consensus and strengthening concerted action to mitigate the multiple
challenges we all face,.

The pandemic is casting a shadow on hopes for sustainable development,
achievements in the status of women, and other human and environmental concerns.
The impacts of the virus magnify existing inequalities and vulnerabilities, making us
painfully aware of gaps in social protection systems. Before COVID-19, over one
billion people were without access to basic human needs, and 700 million were living
in extreme poverty, mostly women and children. In many countries, health and social
protection systems are inadequate, revealed by the lack of provisions to protect and
test medical staff and treat the infected. Older persons are particularly vulnerable to
the disease, and face increased discrimination.

The pandemic has led to significant restrictions on people's freedom of movement
and peaceful assembly; the misuse of emergency measures may further erode
human rights. We have seen authoritarian regimes seize the opportunity to expand
their power, which has adverse impacts on civic space and the ability of communities
and individuals to exercise their rights. The prospects of a long-term global recession
raise serious concerns over how long and to what extent restrictions will be in force.
After the public health crisis recedes, we must ensure that measures curtailing civil
liberties are fully lifted to protect democratic institutions and citizen participation.

We representatives of international NGOs in consultative relationship with the UN
Economic and Social Council fear that while attention is focused on the global health
crisis, efforts to address the ongoing climate crisis, achieve sustainable development
and gender equality, protect human rights and promote peace are being neglected.

turn this international crisis into an opportunity, using it as a starting point to rebuild
economies that are inclusive, and based on sustainable production and consumption;

>

to accelerate climate action by rebuilding economies, transport and industries
in a carbon neutral manner;

to recognize and address the disproportionate impacts of the pandemic on
women, children, older persons, and other vulnerable and marginalized
groups;

to change the militarized discourse of war and threat to one of care and
solidarity, within countries as well as between Member States;

to provide universal access to and funding for health and social protections for
all people;

to reallocate military spending and increase investments in meeting human
needs to create a healthier and more peaceful planet and achieve Agenda
2030;

to support non-governmental community organizations, human rights
defenders and women's groups, and include them in national and global
recovery and reconstruction efforts;

to strengthen the UN System and provide the necessary funding to achieve
the Sustainable Development Goals and ensure inclusive societies and
economies, a sustainable environment and a more peaceful world.

Only if we continue to work in partnerships and promote human rights,
democracy, rule of law, climate action, gender equality, sustainable
development, peace and security, can we emerge from this crisis and build a
better world for all.
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