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Keyncte ACdress

Dr. Theo-Ben Gurirab
President of United Nations General Assembly

Dr. Theo-Ben Gurirab is Minister of ForeignAflairs of the Repubiic of Namibia, a post he has held since his

country became independent in March 1990. He is also a Member of Parliament. As a membe r of the South
'§ÿest Africa Organization (S\X/APO) Central Committee and Politburo, he is regarded as one of the founding
fathers of the Republic.

Aseasoned diplomat and negotiator, Dr. Gurirab served for 14 years as S\7APO's ChieFRepresentative io tl're

United Nations and, later, as its Permanent Observer. From 1986 to 1990, he was SWAPO's Secretary for
Foreign Affairs. Throughout rhese years, he played a major part in negotiations leading to Namibia's independ-
CNC€.

He was one of the first S\7APO leaders to return home, in 1989, to help organize pre-independence elections.

He was also one of the leading SWAPO negotiators of the ceasefire agreement, signed in March 1989, between

South Afiicas apartheid régime and S-VAPO, which set the pace for elections in Namibia and its transition ro

independence.

Elected in 1989 to Namibia's ConstituentAssembly, Dr. Gurirab was a key drafter of the country's Constitr-rtion.
That Assembly became the country's first NationalAssembly in 1990.

Dr. Gurirab holds the title of Dean of African Foreign Ministers. In over 35 years in the field of international
diplomary, he has known and worked with three generations of world leaders and five Secretaries-General of the

United Nations. Working to promote regional and subregionai cooperation, Dr. Gurirab represented N:rmibia in
1995, on the bureau of the Organization of African Uniry Council of Ministers. He is also co-founder of the

A-frican-Latin American Initiative, an organization which brings together the countries of Africa and South

America in a nerq,ork of cooperation, solidarity and partnership aimed at promoting their mutual development"

Dr. Gurirab's political càreer began in 1963 when he fled his homeland to Tânzania. He was to remain in politi-
cal exile for the next 27 years. In 1968, upon being awarded a United Nations Fellowship, he proceeded to the



United States to study. In 1964, he was appointed one of S\fAPO's troika of Associate Representatives to the

United Nations and the Americas, serving in that capaciry while simuitaneously pursuing his education.

A United Nations Fellow throughout his universiry career, in 1998 Dr. Gurirab received an award from theVorld
Association of former United Nations Interns and Fellows. Earlier this year, he was awarded an honorary Doctor

of Law degree from the Universiry of Namibia, in recognition of his outstanding leadership in the field of foreign

policy and diplomacy.

Born in l1sakes, Namibia, Dr. Gurirab graduated with a teaching diploma from the Augustineum Tiaining College

in Okahandja in 1960. He went on to study at Tempie Universiry in Pennsylvania where he obtained a B.A. in

Political Science in 1969 and an M.A. in International Relations in 197)..
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Ms, Ruth Bamela Engo-Tjèga
United Nations

a

Kindly find the attacherJ letter addressed to you hy the Right Honourable Prime MÎnister of
the Republic of Namibiar.

Regards,

(2r12) 963-38e2
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REPUELIC OF NÀMTBIÀ

My Dear Ruth Barnela,

I express my hugr regret for rhe deLry in responding to your letter

of 23 May 20t)3'

Initially', aftet receiving the letter, I had to consider a fu1l piare of
otfrcial cuga5pineflts ât home and abroad, including a Pos§ible.tr:lP to

Nordr a*"ri=r, arrd tlre UN. TI]is cômpouflded rny choices aod priorities'

uofortrrnately, during rhe proposed tis-re&nme, I tnust bc at home,

âs any Head rf Staielrill b; abroad. Tnis is a co1l§d-tud.oaal and protocol

requirernent.

G,iven ihis d.ilemrna, I a-m err4roweriog a1y Minister of Flcakh and

sccial serrrices, Dr Iiberùra Àrnathila, to rcPre§eut ûfe a:rd participate

fully in th. pi-,:rured acds,ides of dne Ncw York ÂIDS Filr.n Fesdval,

Scpternbe r l'7 -Zl 2OO3'

07 Arrgrrst 2003

Prime Minister

Ms Ruth Barnela Engo-Tièga
Fcrunclerz'President
.Àfdcarr A,ctrorr on ÀIDS" Iûc.
02 Br:ulevard East, Surte 12N
Guftenberg, I.I 07093
LJreited Staten of Àrnerica
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I wlll zJrvaSrs be associated w'itfi your dcdrcated efForts iurd

netwQrki:tg to sa1,-c li'res.

,k%*h
The'o-Ben Gurirab, MP

Prirne Minister

cc; II.E. À-m.bar;sador Martin Arrdjaba

o8/tL/03 rTroN 08: 19-tTXzIt-i"îU Z++.r r B 00i



2000

HUMAN RIGHTS DAY CELEBRATION
Hon. Theo - Ben Gurirab, participates
to an AAA meeting organized at Bahar'
Centre, New york"



1 999

Hon. Theo - Ben Gurirab, at a fundraising
For AAA activities organized by Loris Crawford,
AAA Treasurer and Founder of Savacou Art Galery
New, York
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Forwarded message
From. Namibia <nâmibia@url,int>
Date: Thu, Jul 26,2018 at B:34 PM
Subject. RE: Message to HE Neville Gertze
To. ruth engo <rulh.ÊnsaqêA@smqijsgtlt>

Dear Ms. Ruth Bamela Engo,

Your email was received with appreciation and brought to the attention of Ambassador Gertze.
Kindly find his respônse herewith:

"lt was my honor in spite of the sad circumstances that brought us together
to mourn in solidarity and to appreciate the outstanding work that you are doing.
I extend to yru best wishes, continued progress ând success."

Best Regards,

Dina

Namibia Permanent Mission to the United Nations
Tel. +212 685 2003

Fax: +2L2 685 1561

E-Mail; 1e111ibiâ@ullj$

"l3§-[a:Il§il' Street
New Yorl<, NY 1"0016
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