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To Our Friends:

For centuries Africa has been a beleaguered continent,
ravaged by the slave trade and colonialism, afflicted
with recurring drought, famine and poverty and constantly
battling the thousand natural and unnatural shocks that
have become a part of African existence.

Africa is now faced with yet another, and perhaps one of
the gravest, obstacles to health and well-being: AIDS.

According to a U.S. Bureau of Census Forecast, it is
projected that by the year 2015, there will be more than
70 million AIDS cases in countries south of the Sahara.
The World Health Organization now estimates that one out
of every 40 adult Africans is infected by the HIV virus
that leads to aids. This figure is far beyond being a
remote danger affecting only a limited few. The virus
affects people across the board, regardless of sex, age,
economic well-being, or over-all health. Families are
disrupted, torn apart, children are orphaned or afflicted
themselves. The loss of a mother or father could well
mean the loss of all income and food, the loss of yet
another productive member of a struggling and fragile
economy .

For example, in one town in Uganda, 60 people involved
in various aspects of trade were struck down by AIDS,
leaving behind large families with no means of support.
In Tanzania, 5 engineers in one ministry were lost to the
disease, a debilitating blow to the local administration.

And what about the future of Africa, her children? 1In
only one hospital in Burkina Faso, 17 per cent of the
malnourished children brought in for treatment tested
positive for the HIV-1 virus. This is in addition to the
millions of boys and girls suffering indirectly by being
either orphaned or abandoned by one or even both
afflicted parents.

AIDS is a calamity that cuts across all boundaries:
international, national and 1local. In addition to
international efforts, each community must organize and
plan to sustain 1its own survival. These community
organizers are the brave frontline fighters.

African Action on AIDS (AAA) was created in 1990 for the
purpose of supporting and promoting actions initiated by






