56

ESSENCE, September 1990

The time: the late 1970's. In a well-guarded
laboratory complex in an American suburb,
an clite conference of biologists, demogra-
phers and political scientists listen closely to
the report of an epidemiologist. This physi-
cian, who studies the origins and progress of diseases, is
telling the group that he has created a virus that will
render the human immune system powerless. A simple
cold that would leave a healthy person miserable will kill
people who have been exposed to this virus. There is no
cure. It is always, always fatal. “We can use this virus to
climinate certain populations,” he explains. “We thought
we'd try homosexuals first—nobody cares what happens
to them, anyway, there’ll be little outcry. And if the virus
proves effective—uwe can move on to other populations.
Like the Black underclass. That'll help cut down on the
dollars you have to spend on welfare.” The room chortles
in agreement. The meeting is adjourned.

A few years later, in San Francisco, New York, Miami
and Los Angeles, gay men begin to sicken and die. A few
years after that, poor Blacks also succumb to the same
puzzling symptoms. The genocide project has begun.

It may sound far-fetched, but a growing
number of African-Americans believe in
some variation of that scenario— which
was, by the way, utterly a product of this
writer's imagination. From pulpits, in
colleges and on street corners, the idea
of an AIDS conspiracy keeps popping
up. James Small, Ph.D., a Black-studies
instructor at the City Coliege of New
York (CCNY), lectures on it regularly, as
do Nation of Istam leader Louis Farrak-
han and Frances C. Welsing, M.D., a
Washington, D.C., psychiatrist. Tony

Brown's Journal featured a discussion of

the genocide conspiracy.

As an increasing number of African-
Americans continue to sicken and die
and as no cure for AIDS has been found,
some of us are beginning to think the
unthinkable: Could AIDS be a virus that
was manufactured to erase large num-
bers of us? Are they trying to kill us with
this discase?

WHATTHE CONSPIRACY
THEORISTS BELIEVE

Although scientists know what AIDS is
and how it is spread, no one is quite sure
where this virulent virus came [rom.
That question mark has encouraged the
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