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ABOUT AFRICAN ACTION ON AIDS: AAA is a tax exempt not-for-profit, non-governmental 

organization registered in the USA, and operating under section 501(c) 3 of the IRS Code. It is also 

registered in Cameroon (Auth. No 00174/A/MINAT/DAP/SDLP/SAC). It has a consultative status with 

the United Nations ECOSOC and the UN Department of Information (DPI). Ruth Bamela Engo is the 

Founder/President. Contact Info: B.P. 4340, Yaounde; Tel/Fax.: 22 20 54 86; Website: 

www.africanactiononaids.org    

 

 

OBJECTIVE OF THE EVENT: To present the 90 minutes’ film titled “Beat the Drum”, and to 

trigger a debate on the theme “HIV/AIDS Prevention: Our Personal Responsibility”.  This event is 

part of African Action on AIDS JUST KNOW CAMPAIGN and takes place during the celebration of 

the Black History month at the US Embassy.    

 

  

     
View of the room just before the arrival of participants – decorated with AAA bandanas carrying AIDS 

preventive messages  

 

 

EXPECTED RESULTS: Provide a platform and vital information, on HIV/AIDS prevention to 80 

youth between 12-30 years from mostly two local secondary schools (Mario Academic Complex and 

Mevick Bilingual Grammar School), as well as University students. Use knowledge and critical 

thinking: first to help youth understand their personal responsibility in the struggle against HIV/AIDS, 

as well as actions they could undertake at individual and community levels to address debilitating 

aspects of AIDS such as the growing number of helpless AIDS orphans.  

 

ABOUT THE FILM: “BEAT THE DRUM” is a Z Productions film, written and produced by W. 

David McBrayer and directed by David Hickson.  It highlights specific problems linked to HIV/AIDS, 

such as the life of AIDS orphans, voluntary testing, use of condoms, role of grandmothers in the time 

of AIDS and the “I FACTOR”. This film was provided to AAA by the New York AIDS Film 

Festival (NYAFF). The screening of Beat the Drum was preceded by a video spot on “Pinch it, 

Unroll” provided by ACMS.  

http://www.africanactiononaids.org/
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A cross section of Participants watching the film “Beat The Drum” with lots of concentration and interest  

   

 

OTHER SCREENING PARTNERS: Besides the  Public Affairs Section of the US Embassy in 

Yaoundé, other partners were: Mario Academic Complex, Mevick Bilingual Grammar School, 

Association Camerounaise pour le Marketing Social (ACMS), National Students’ Union for the 

Control of AIDS (NASUCA), Step Ministry, GIC Espoir du Jeune, MIFED, CCJD, Wash Point, New 

York AIDS Film Festival (NYAFF)  

 

 

     
Mrs Ruth Bamela Engo, President of AAA and Mrs Gladys Viban, Deputy Cultural Affairs Officer at the US 

Embassy in Yaounde addressing participants before the film screening  
 

  

    
AAA and screening partners of the Public Affairs Section of the US Embassy in Yaoundé and heads of other 

partner organizations              

VENUE, DATE AND TIME: The event took place at the US Embassy in Yaounde on 13 February 
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2008 from 1:30 PM – 4:30 PM 

 

   
Participants giving their view points after watching 

the film  

Participants watching and taking down notes about 

the film 

 

SUPPORT FROM THE US EMBASSY: The US Embassy in Yaounde supported the project by 

providing a room and equipment for screening the film, a space to exhibit paintings on World Without 

AIDS and Malaria by youth affected by AIDS, as well as cocktail for the participants.  

  

    
Participants interacting at the end of the screening   Mrs Gladys Viban and Mrs Ruth Bamela Engo  

         preparing the conference room for the screening  

 

EXHIBITION OF PAINTINGS: An Exhibition of paintings of a World without AIDS and Malaria 

produced by AIDS orphans and other youth affected by AIDS in Cameroon during the seminar 

organized by AAA on 19-20 December 2007 complemented the screening.  

 

The field of health psychology has embraced “visualization” as a powerful tool for influencing human 

behaviour. AAA work ensures that youth are encouraged and guided to visualize their own future - a 

future without AIDS and Malaria. “Visualization” is also known as “Mental Simulation” – A process 

through which an individual imagines the future. A process that provides a window to the future by 

enabling people to envision possibilities and develop plans for bringing those possibilities about. 

Understanding the risk of contracting HIV/AIDS is not enough. To change individual behaviour, to 

prevent contracting the disease, the visualization exercise engages each individual to work on their 

own saving plan!  

 

By making this exhibition happen, the US Embassy is helping AAA to increase HIV/AIDS prevention 

behaviour in individuals.  
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Paintings displayed at the US Embassy              Some youth who did the paintings during the AAA  
       December 2007 seminar on HIV/AIDS and Malaria 

     

DIALOGUE AFTER THE SCREENING: After screening the film, a dialogue facilitated by Mrs 

Gladys Viban of the US Embassy evolved around 4 main messages, which she termed “The 4 Gets”. 

These 4 gets are:  

→ Get Informed  

→ Get Tested  

→ Get Treated  

→ Get Involved  

 

These massages are part of the African Action on AIDS JUST KNOW Campaign.  They were at the 

heart of the film, carried by the two main characters – Musa, the orphan and Norbert, the truck driver.  

 

The majority of participants thought that the film should be screened in schools and universities. They 

appreciated the scene where Norbert told Musa’s grandmother that he would like to be like Musa, 

highlighting the leadership of a younger one over an adult.  

 

Musa thus emerged as a role model because he assumed his personal responsibility at each stage:  

 As a son to his dying father;  

 As a grand son to his grandmother;  

 As a cousin to his cousin Tandi who was raped by her teacher;  

 As a friend on the street;  

 As a strong human character not tempted to steal even at the weakest moment of his life when 

he was hungry and had no shelter.   

 

LESSONS LEARNED: At the end of the screening, participants were asked to say what they have 

learned from the film. Here are some of the lessons learned among others:  

 Everybody can contract HIV regardless to the social status, race, community, education;  

 AIDS must be fought with courage and determination at every level;  

 Speak the truth, say it out; when it is AIDS, say it!   

 We can always learn from the people we meet, regardless of age, race – everybody has 

something to share;  

 Like the drums used in Africa to pass out messages, we can use our voices together to conquer 

AIDS;  

 We should not be selfish with information. By sharing what we know with others, we help 

them to be informed and we win together;  

 We need encouragement from the elderly, like little Musa in the film who took the challenges 

to fend for the family with encouragement from the grandmother;  

 Tradition played a negative role in the fight against AIDS in Africa. Death is usually linked to 

witchcraft or a curse, rather than AIDS;  
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 The role of the grand parents and burden in the era of AIDS;  

 Honesty pays because Musa despite all the difficulties he encountered in town, was bent to 

earn money through legal means instead of stealing and prostitution like the other kids;  

 A small child can make an adult to change behavior, like Musa making Norbert the truck 

driver to change his risky behaviour and also go for the AIDS test;  

 Everybody may know something, but every single contribution makes a difference;  

 To be successful, one has to put forth a goal and work toward achieving the goal.  

 

THE “I” FACTOR: After the lessons learned, participants were asked to say what they would 

personally do to fight AIDS as a result of what they had learned from the film. Here are some 

personal declarations from the participants:  

 I will go do my AIDS test;  

 I will get more involve in the fight against AIDS;  

 I will stop prostitution;  

 I will abstain from sexual intercourse;  

 I will be a good example for others to copy;  

 I will do my AIDS test, if positive, I now know it is not the end of the world and what to do in 

order to stay alive;  

 I will now learn from others even if they are younger than myself, for they may have 

something new to teach me;  

 I will give comfort to those who are sick;  

 I will henceforth converse with my family about AIDS;  

 I will learn more about the use of condoms for myself and others.  

 

NOTE OF THANKS: African Action on AIDS would like to thank all our partners for giving young 

people a chance to watch and debate this great film. “That is often all one person can give to another, 

but it can make all the difference” as we are reminded by former US President Bill Clinton in 

“Giving”, his latest book.  

 

Moreover, this screening, which took place during the Black History Month in the US, helped 

participants to link with lives and teachings of Black Americans leaders like Rosa Parks who used her 

“I FACTOR” when her community was challenged. This also brought in mind the following words of 

another Black American Icon, Dr. Martin Luther King, “Everyone can be great because everyone can 

serve”!   
 

 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

 

The film screening was co-sponsored mainly by the Public Affairs Section of the US Embassy in 

Yaoundé and African Action on AIDS.  
 

Contribution of Public Affaires Section of US Embassy: In kind contribution consisting of:  

 Screening room  

 Screening equipment  

 Cocktail  
 

Other in kind contributions:  

 100 bandanas with HIV/AIDS preventive messages by AAA  

 Video spot on “Pinch it, Unroll”, 200 condoms and 30 posters by ACMS  
 

Financial Contribution of African Action on AIDS  

 Transportation including students ………………………………………….….50,000 FCFA 

 Operational costs (Communication, paper, pens, reporting, temporary staff) …69,900 FCFA 

 Total ………………………………………………………………….…..……119,900 FCFA  
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List of participants for the AAA Film Screening at the US Embassy 

13 February 2008 
 

(Participants that came from outside the Embassy) 

Nº Name Sex Institution 

1 Ruth Bamela Engo  F President AAA 

2 Theodore Longtchi Tangie  M AAA Yaoundé 

3 Paul Kotna Nyemb  M AAA Yaoundé 

4 Tchuente Bugam Guy Joël  M NASUCA  

5 Tchuente Andeline  F MIFED 

6 Beng Sanding Pierre F M CCJD 

7 Daniel Ngwanon  M Step Ministry 

8 Ele Marguerite Flora Darry F MP Technologies 

9 Mounton Pauline  F AFASO 

10 Kone Mounton Nina Stephanie F Elève  

11 Mukesa Henriette  F GIC Espoir Jeune 

12 Eteguele Eric Danick  M Elève 

13 Matip Ngué Elie Emmanuel  M MP Technologies 

14 Nnanga Ondoua Joseph Benoit  M MP Technologies 

15 Bella Xaverie Sandrine  F Tantines  

16 Assatou Issa  F CETIF Ngoa-Ekele 

17 Bekono Patience Pauline  F College Mbakop, Bastos 

18 Amba Gabriel Lebon  M Lycée LeClerc 

19 Tchongouang Zolang Alvine F Institut Siantou 

20 Fotso Steve  M  Wash Point 

21 Agogho Lesley F Mario Academic Complex 

22 Eyidi Tsilla J.R.11  M Mario Academic Complex 

23 Bisong Yvette F  Mario Academic Complex 

24 Dinga Christian Fohtung M Mario Academic Complex 

25 Forwa John M Mario Academic Complex 

26 Kengue Jiozang Diane F Mario Academic Complex 

27 Forzi Awawing Ngum M Mario Academic Complex 

28 Mpoche Cletus M Mario Academic Complex 

29 Nintedem Renes M Mario Academic Complex 

30 Nkengmeyi Emilia F Mario Academic Complex 

31 Obande Arita F Mario Academic Complex 

32 Siewe K.F. William M Mario Academic Complex 

33 Tamoka Emilienne F Mario Academic Complex 

34 Tarh T. A Beltha F Mario Academic Complex 

35 Zulfikar Mohamed V. M Mario Academic Complex 

36 Rashida Wirngo F Mario Academic Complex 

37 Azangue Anita Mosoh F Mario Academic Complex 

38 Motsebo Tamba Landry M Mario Academic Complex 

39 Ibrahim Bakari M Mario Academic Complex 

40 Jatsa Tsakem Joel M Mario Academic Complex 

41 Mbah Nicole F Mario Academic Complex 

42 Mbowe Yembi William M Mario Academic Complex 

43 Wandji Djouokep Josy F Mario Academic Complex 

44 Ngasse Elizabeth F Mario Academic Complex 

45 Zeh Myriam  F Mario Academic Complex 

46 Enow Arrah Janet F Mevick Bilingual Grammar School 

47 Feugain Junior Wilfred M Mevick Bilingual Grammar School 

48 Bang Gilles M Mevick Bilingual Grammar School 
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49 Ngomeseng Alberta F Mevick Bilingual Grammar School 

50 Waradio Dorcas F Mevick Bilingual Grammar School 

51 Nalongo Lucy F Mevick Bilingual Grammar School 

52 Agbor Atu Ashu M Mevick Bilingual Grammar School 

53 Simeu Jahdomine Persis F Mevick Bilingual Grammar School 

54 Nkafu Ajua Alemanji M Mevick Bilingual Grammar School 

55 Teyimelong Fomo Christelle F Mevick Bilingual Grammar School 

56 Fokam Myriam Diane F Mevick Bilingual Grammar School 

57 Kalle Ekane Divine M Mevick Bilingual Grammar School 

58 Itoe Myeango Munja F Mevick Bilingual Grammar School 

59 Femo Chafac Lovette F Mevick Bilingual Grammar School 

60 Bekoumb Bekoumb Nee David M Mevick Bilingual Grammar School 

61 Kassingong Daniel Kaweb M Mevick Bilingual Grammar School 

62 Tambi Chick Nathaniel Ngu F Mevick Bilingual Grammar School 

63 Kom Sonia F Mevick Bilingual Grammar School 

64 Arrey Angele Tudor M Mevick Bilingual Grammar School 

65 Mbong Ajara M Mevick Bilingual Grammar School 

66 Nema Masumbuko Patience F Mevick Bilingual Grammar School 

67 Mbana Sansi Paule F Mevick Bilingual Grammar School 

68 Mbah Melvis F Mevick Bilingual Grammar School 

69 Loteng Njigang Audrey Ulrich F Mevick Bilingual Grammar School 

70 Guetsa Djoumessi Faustin M Mevick Bilingual Grammar School 

71 Ebong Denis M Mevick Bilingual Grammar School 

72 Bobovasongi George M Mevick Bilingual Grammar School 
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