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TECLAIRE NTOMB
FOUNDER/COORDINATOR GICPAI

“The universal protection of fundamental needs of bo
men and women and the enforcement of human dig
~ this is my moto”

Teciaire Ntomp (67) has contributed to the well-bemng of fellow Cameroonans
.y providing training on sanitation, education, agriculture anc nutrition. Her
srojects base on simple, indigenous technigues that provide income to self-
-elp groups. Teclaire Ntomp's efforts have heipec develop food products
.nat are now marketed and consumed nationally anc internacionally.

—

-eclaire Ntomp learned as a pastor’s daughter about the vaive of respecting
snd sharina with others in order to create true social harmony. A teacher
sy profession, she lived in different regions where she dealt with different
ceople. She discovered that poverty anc igncrance transforms pecple
nto egoists, partisans and creates low self-esteem. She thus ended her
reaching career to focus on changing people’s living conditions by promoting
-heir local potentials. Tc achieve that she uses an orqamzeé wOrk process
-hat integrates solidarity and mutual assistance.

Acceptance by the target community and encouragec Dy Others To succeed,
gives enercy to Teclaire Ntomp, whose husbangd anc children aiso support anc
encourage her. As & result, village populations have mobpilized over the past
12 years through-.-the association set up by Ntcmo Teciaire, the Community
3ased seif help Association; and NGO African Action on Aids
collaborated with her to publish “Fiehtinc Hunger with Cassava: A Gift of 22
Recipes from the Rural women of Bogso”. _

It has not always been easy. Teclaire often faces traditional customs that
do not favor modern development. A peaceful future will be reaiizec when
women are educated and become financially anc materially independent to
subsequently improve education and health stangarcs. Inadequate resources
create all sorts of conflicts in societies. Hence, she Keeps her motteo: the
universal protection of fundamental needs Of both men anc women and the
enforcement of human dignity.

Life in Cameroon is harsh for orgdinary citizens. The social anc economc
setting does nNot always faciiitate -he exploitation of local resources that
coulc help alleviate poverty In some regions. Several grganizations are
remedying the situation with local anc internationai networks.
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